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Russian & East German Documents on Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, 1977-78 SED official Hermann 

Axen to E. Honecker, 18 April 1978, enclosing Draft Letter from Honecker to Brezhnev on Ethiopian-

Eritrean Talks, 19 April 1978 

 Enclosure: Honecker to Brezhnev, 19 April 1978 

 Esteemed Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev! 

On 23 March 1978, the second meeting between the representatives to the Provisional Military 

Administrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia and the Eritrean Liberation Front took place. Upon request 

by the Politburo of the CC of the SED, Comrade Hermann Axen, member of the Politburo and CC secretary, 

participated in the talks. 

[Berhanu Bayeh and Aforki declared again their desire to terminate the bloodshed and to do everything to 

solve the Eritrean problem by peaceful means.] 

Despite this declaration made by both negotiators, the political negotiations showed that the positions on 

both sides had become stiffer. 

The representative of the Provisional Military Administrative Council was inclined to favor a 

predominantly military solution of the Eritrean problem. They did not make any concrete or constructive 

proposals for a peaceful and political solution although Comrade Werner Lamberz had agreed with 

Mengistu Haile Mariam on working papers in December 1977. The attitude of the representatives of the 

Eritrean Liberation Movement illustrated, on the other hand that, under the pressure by the leadership of 

the Sudan and the Arab reaction, there has been a strengthening of nationalist, openly separatist forces 

within the Eritrean movements, especially by means of the coordination between the Eritrean People's 

Liberation Front and the Eritrean Liberation Front (Revolutionary Council).  

The leader of the Eritrean People's Liberation Front, Aforki, presented the demand for a separate Eritrean 

state in even harsher terms. Only after long sharp discussion was he willing to agree to this second meeting 

and to the further examination of the proposals made by the SED. Thus it was possible to hold the second 


