WA KACPT DL
Catholic Eparchy of Keren

av @) P40,
Mass schedule

Daily 5:00 am.
Sunday 5:00 am.
Rosary 4:00 p.m.

Confessions: Before Mass
or when requested

12:00 Noon—Angelus
Religion classes, daily in

the evenings.
Annual celebration Chapel at Beskdira
7°1%. January 23 (7€) 0+ ade T+ N0N%.¢-

nanL.¢-

A@AZ A 0, NONSL- 9°0 PLT A8 7PAadh N 98 HTPT h9°e-0 HAYA
03 h9° °AAnHN NS DA A0 MNGAAN (L4 DA hh GAOH, HE HAD.LP
9.9, 19H-

Aao( G (L Adet

1. avR0 Gav-t 9°nlot 1aonléA? 1963-1966 a7} A0 FCTENH? T4

2. N9° HAL™H Yy o8 230 Ay ANG-17ICL9°

3. Al /& HA M7R AF G L awCavcp €07

4. RPTHLNLS K PGavl: havf (A LLOT RHLA A hovf (LA +-h19?
a{havqy (10N9%L- NMHMCP Rdé 13 PLI° NiNLAI® (L AavPLh AL AGLNT°
B, 9°OCNVIT HavSRTT Nl WLt WG T (avL00) (ehd® Aha.:



ATH 0+ Adet AR HCHCG O9° s+

+. P~ N9 qav J~F RIAMeT D 6
1 A0 2R - 08 1926 - 30

2 AN AL hAA - (.97 1930 - 37

3 AN oo Pl EA - AN 1937 - 42

4 A0 MILovQPA - avon 1942 - 48

5 AN ML - ALAS 1948 - 1950
6 AN 0.6 - QVAN, 1950 - 60

7 AN MNP S0 - aohbi 1960 - 63

8 AN FCENE - T4 (WFESR) 1963 - 66

9 AN “PhAA - ANGh 1963 - 81
10 AN LAY - NS 1963 - 66
11 A0 X7EAD - VnChrn 1965 - 67
12 AN FOALACTT - W 1967 - 76
13 AN 283G - 42, 1976 - 82
14 A0 POSA - HC A 1981 - 82
15 A0 AcNg - APEn 198 -

16 A0 9TLACYTT - O/ 10N 1982 - 83
17 AN YLA7hAA - AT LTI5 T 1984 - 87
18 A0 F04-ALT - TA 1988 -

19 AN NEATICLI° - /18CLN 1985 - 88
20 A LL - MO0 1985 -

21 AN @/P9° - h70 1988

22 AN FOALACTT - W 1992 - 1994
23 AN “PhhA - ANGh 1994 - 96
24 AN QAN, - AL 4N 1995 - 96
25 A0 ANAYICLIS - L8R 1997 - 1999
26 A0 TGN 1998 - 99
o7 A G0h - OALICLN 2000 -

28 A0 avObi - ANA 2000 - 03
29 A0 NCYY - T 2001 - 08
30 A0 AOM45N0 - NCYY 2002 -

31 AN A1L9° - 1AL 2004 - 06
32 A0 F04-ALT - TA 2005 - 09
33 A0 G0 - AP 2008 - 09
34 A0 AT LTI - Alovnd A 2006 -

35 A0 SLANAN - (197 2008 - O..




Beskdira

Besikdirais avillage in Sequina district south east of Feledarb on the way to Ferhen. It is today
an out station of Ferhen parish. It is also the village which suffered the massacre of 120 victims
of the infamous Ethiopian army in November 30, 1970 and the village was completely burned
down ground. When the regime of Emperor Haile Sellassie ousted by Menghistu Hallemariam in
1974, the people of Besikdira again resettled, but it was completely destroyed by the Ethiopian
army in 1988 and the people abandoned until after complete Eritrean independence in May 1991.

The exact date the chapel of Besikdira founded, is not known, but it was sometime around 1961.
What is significant of Besikdira, when it was an out station of Ferhen, it was the only place in
Sequina that had standard school for the whole of the area, and this school was established in
1961.) Besikdira nowadays is a village, thanks to the Church and partners, enjoys modern
amenities of life, i.e. school, water, electricity, health (from Felearib) and telephone through cell
phone system.

Besikdira and the Tragic M assacr e of

November 30", 1970

The massacre of 120 innocent victims of Besikdira, 714 innocent people massacred in Ona and
the burning of the villages in the Sequina area by the Ethiopians as it appeared on one of the

publications of Franciscan publications.
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SUMMARY

The present article deals with the bloody massacre of innocent civilians of ‘Beskdira’
(Zoba Anseba) and the intentional destruction of all the villages in the Sequina Zone’
(about 15 K, M. East of Keren ) by the Ethiopian Regime during the reign of Emperor
Haileselassie in 1970. On Monday November 30, 1970 about 120 civilians at ‘Beskdira’
were Killed indiscriminately tnside a mosque; (and in the next day (Tuesday, December 1%,
1970) the entire village ‘Ona’ was completely burnt down and about 714 people were
slaughtered indiscriminately). The content of this article is based on the account of eye-
witnesses of several persons in general and Abba Teweldebrhan Ghebremedhin in particular
who was the vice- parish-priest of the Sequina Region’ at that time. At the dawn of this
Third Millennium, the 31 years old savage event, is an invaluable lesson for the future,
which could be rounded up witfi the following expression: “massacres of innocent civilians
- never again!”
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