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Fxtracts from a discussion between 5/A.5.P: L.M.
Brans and shifta leader GHTBRT TESFASIEN; which
took place oo the 15th May, 1551, in the country

pear the village of ATT Ei!:r i

I am very glad to see youj we have all heard ss

mugh about the work you ars doing; when will you bring
us the good oswe from the British adainistration that
we ars frea?

Kothing has been declded yet, but discuselions ars
goelog oo now. If you are given & free pardon, will
you gome im?

Yom, of course, but I would not conelder it a pardsn,
but my Demob. from the Britiek ‘ray. I have always
sarved the Britisk because you gave us baok gur
GOUBLTY.

You 4id oot serve the British when you killed &
British officer at AKADER recently.

I expected you to bring this up. If you had not done
ooy I would have done. Firstly, I murt mek you to
exXpress &y despest regret to the family of this brave
officer, aleo to the Comando '!'rurpl in iemara. Lot ma
tell you what happened.

I: with my band of about 50 shifta, ocame to the
village of AMADER t0 pray. We wers in the village and
ths priests wers bringlmg out the cross for us to kiss.
Thers were four guarde in the hille. Suddenly I heard
firing and saw BEritish troops moving towards us. I
gave an order for my men to withdraw and not te engage
nnless absolutely necessary. If you meed proof of this,
the villeagers of AKADES will give it to you. I coticed
your soldiers in their motion wers very young and
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News
unexparienced, much too alow in daploying. Thair ;
fieldoraft was very poor, not 1ike the British Interviews
woldisrs in the Eritrea caspalgn.

Buying Time!

%ere you in this campaign?

Yes, I fought with the Eritish right the way through.
Wy vorporal was from London, he had s flat nose 1ike
a boxsr. My Company Commander was lame from 8 Firet
World #ar wound. I was io the battle of EETTM) - that
was & bad epot. Wefore I came in with the RBritiah

Writers Corner

News Analysis

troops from Sudan, I was working as ac agent io Eritres Alewana
for the Eritish in Tthiopie. I wasm sent from WOLPAEIT
with hucdreds of small notes to distribute to the
ooted Eritreans telling thea to fight mzaiost the Alewuna
Italipne.
Self How long have you besn & Shifta? Books
O:Ta Fourteen years inoluding sy Military Service. Blood Money
aelf ¥hst made you turn Shifte? o A
5 ] Eyewitness Account
B.T. The Ttalimne, In 1535, I was u cattle merchant, I
drove 160 head of cattle which T hnd brought from . .
Sudan up to Asmars to sell. A esrtain Ttalian eattle Time Machine
Barohant named Bartoochi saw my aattle wers big and
wanted to buy them. The price he offered I would net Press Releases

accept: He then said, the gattle were all edok. T

asked a Veterinary officer to look at them, and he

said the cattle were healthy. Bartoechl was angry at Editorial
this. Hartocohi had o son, who had & friesd in the

Vetarinary lepartment. This friend of Bartoocchi's son . .
cams %0 sew oy oattle and declared thes all mick. Obituaries
All my oattle, 160 head, ware taken amay from me and

alaughtered. The meat was mold, and T did not receive

& peony. I was told thet T eould mot take the omse to

Court becauss it was not poasible for m black parson

to go in the same Court with an Ttalian. You will

recall that thers was Fascist Law im 1915 and thars

was little I oould, sxoept develop s great hatred for

the Ttalisns. ie all my mocey wam gene, I barrowsd

from various people to try and stert up again. Ons sus

I borrowed from m native, who is now dead, was 12.000

Lire. Hie nams does not matter. Ey guarmntor was

Grazmac Fessshais (still in Asmara). Cracsas FPesoshals

| then came and asked ms for the monsy. T paid him

12,000 Lire = o witoess who saw the soney pald over

bty me was Casol Gueresillmsse ihrahs of Iedn. I wan

then socused of oot havieg pald the money. T was

arrested aod sent to Court. The Court would mot allow

ms t0 gall my witmess. I was sentenced te 18 months

in prieop. I wam thsr transferred from Asmara Prisen

‘ to Tesaenel. When T srrived iz Temssnel, I appealed

againat the sentence, but the appenl was cever ssnt
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forward. After serving eir months, I sscaped from
Tesnenel and jolnsd the Eritish in Sudan. I was
840t out Al an agent to Tthiopis where T 4id the
work already mscticned. Oo one cocasion, T waited
six days in ambush ic the Weotern Frovinoe to kill
GASPERIRI - GASPERINI 41d not come, but instead

I mhot the Veterinary Officer who had declared my
eattle all sick. Unfortunately, T osly broke his
leg with a bullet from my rifle.

How many Italians have you killed, Ghebra?
I have n % kept counti they are not worth it.

Hdn't you kill an Ttallan woman in %41 on the
Eeran road?

Yes, Italian women breed Fasciste.

Are you still hitter townrde Ttalilmne?

How that Britain has united Tritrea with the
mother country, I will not kill any more, but I
2till want baok the momey the Ttaliann stole from
me. Let's not talk any more mbout Italiane because
I am begioning to tremble.

vhat do you want to talk about?

Bow is Field darshal Hontgomery?

Tell at the moment, I bellewve.

How 0ld ig he now?

ihant TA vasrs. T haldava
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A gwme sy 4 wmesmEme
Great tactleian, Marahal ln;:tgvllr:.

Yen, be is.

S50 am T; he is a religious man, too, isn't he?
I believe he iss

S0 sm I, I pray twice a day in village churches.
I never go near womsn, If I am pardoned, T may

become a priest or a herait.

If wll Ehifte are pardoned, do you think they will
all cone in?

Yem, I think so. A few thieves may stey out, but we
cad deal with them. You should be mooh atricter with
your Ddstrict Chiefs. They oo help a lot if they
want to.

Add comment
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Name (required)

Io oot commit any of fences until you hear from i
the hritieh Administration.

E-mail (required)

That is easy, too easy, I will go to Korea and

|

fight with the British, 1f I am sent.
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