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On account of my political opinions which are known to you, about seven
attempts were made to kill me, but I survived miraculously. Although it is
written ‘DO NOT TEMPT THY LORD’ (Deut. 6:16; Matt. 4:7), I did not
consider it too much tempting for ‘the Lord. But mainly because my brothers
and sisters and all my friends had begged me bitterly [sic] to leave the country,
I departed from Asmara on 25/8/53 and reached Khartoum. There I remained
for about five months.

But because the heavy heat and air of Khartoum did not agree with me, I
went away from there on 21/1/54 and came to Cairo and here I am staying
until today.

Now, sitting in Cairo, what is one to do? How is one to live? Please tell me.
Hitherto I have no work and I don’t know what I shall do or what I shall be
able to do. I am still resting because I need a long rest and a peaceful life on
account of my health and fatigue. I receive a little money for my livelihood
from my brothers and from one or two of my friends. But truly an existence
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like this is very hard. But although it is very restricted, I live in contentment
and reasonable comfort because it is not as oppressed as the hole of the grave
which they had reckoned for me.

Honoured Professor, the present or future political condition of our
country is very serious. Our people had longed, and much struggled, to find
that state of bliss which is called freedom and democracy and which is now
constantly receding like a mirage. The conductor has been changed and the
music goes from bad to worse. That wonderful constitution given by the
United Nations has remained a dead letter. And there is no-one who pays any
attention to exiles. A man is arrested in the street without law or ordinance
and is imprisoned without justice and leaves prison without justice. As proof
it is possible to cite the injustice against Dejatch Abraha Tessemma and his
family, of which you will have heard.

Be that as it may, although all these trials may afflict us, hope will never be
severed from us. We shall fight until there exist freedom and democracy in our
country. It is our complete faith that God will liberate us from these hyenas
and from these Philistines, and that, having begun, he will carry through his
work of liberation.

Honoured Professor: Please give my best regards to your honoured wife.
May God grant me to see you again.

Your pupil Waldeab Waldemariam who loves you and longs for you.


